
FAITH  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH                           FEBRUARY 28, 2016 
  
THIRD  SUNDAY  IN  LENT 
 
RECOLLECTING  OURSELVES  FOR  WORSHIP 
 Music (please use this time for quiet and reflection) 
 Gong [followed by silence] 

Call to Worship 
 Hymn – 261 

Opening Prayer 
 
OUR  HUMANNESS  AND  GOD’S  GRACE 

Call to Confession 
Unison Prayer of Confession 
 
Gracious God, I do not often think about the way my mind 
works.  It just works: habitually, instinctively, mechanically, and 
automatically.  The idea that I might notice how my mind 
works seems unnatural to me.  Plus, the inference that there 
might be more than one way for my mind to work is perplexing 
and even threatening.  When I consider the notion that there is 
more than one way for my mind to work I begin to wonder if 
my mind is working the “right” way; I wonder whether there is 
something wrong with the way my mind works, and whether 
there is another way my mind should work.  After a while I 
realize that this interrogation of myself is the way my mind 
always works, and the reason I do not think about how my 
mind works is because doing so results in my being anxious 
and feeling picked on.  It is not easy to think about the way my 
mind works.  Truthfully, I doubt I will attempt this until I need 
to do so, until the pain of the way my mind works and the 
distress of not thinking about how my mind works makes the 
inquiry necessary. 

 
Personal Prayer of Confession in Silence 
Assurance of Pardon 

 

LISTENING  FOR  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Story for the Children 
 Scripture – Luke 13:1-9 
 Prompting 
 Silence and Reflection 
 
RESPONDING  TO  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Hymn – 392 
 Announcements 
 Minute for Mission 
 Our Gifts and Offerings 
 
   Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
   Praise Christ all creatures here below; 
   Praise Holy Spirit, Comforter; 
   One God, Triune, whom we adore.  Amen. 
  
 The Lord’s Supper 
   Our Father in heaven, 
    hallowed be your name, 
    your kingdom come, 
    your will be done, 
     on earth as it is in heaven. 
   Give us today our daily bread. 
   Forgive us our sins 
    as we forgive those who sin against us. 
   Save us in the time of trial 
    and deliver us from evil. 
   For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
    now and forever.  Amen. 
      
GOING  OUT – to serve, to journey, to live the word 
 Charge and Benediction 
  



CALENDAR  OF  EVENTS 
TODAY     10:00  Worship 
        11:00  Coffee and Fellowship 
        11:20  Conversation 
        12:00  Lunch Bunch 
 

Lectionary Readings from Cycle C for March 6, 2016 
Joshua 5:9-12; Psalm 32; 

2 Corinthians 5:16-21; Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32 
FYI 
 A Centering Prayer group will meet on Mondays, from 1-2:30, 
at the church, beginning March 7th. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ushers: Jim Plein and Jenny Goldgur. 
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We have all been socialized into thinking of the 
Christian religion as something we do.  As a 
consequence we rarely take seriously that in 
Christianity the primary actor is God, and that the 
part we play is essentially one of responding to 
what God proposes.  God sets in motion the 
journey of our being introduced to the fullness of 
our life, and does this by originating the reality of 
awareness in us: in the middle of living as we 
normally live, we become aware that our life is 
more than and other than we had thought and felt 
it to be.  In response to what enters our awareness 
we begin to explore what we now feel and see.  
Throughout the journey that follows, God’s role is 
that of proposing for our consideration aspects of 
our life we either would not choose to explore, or 
do not know need to be explored, and then in 
different ways assisting us in unpacking and 
integrating what has been disclosed to us.  In my 
experience, it is difficult to comprehend the 
perspective where God is leading in the dance of 
life and we are responding, so operating in life on 
the basis that God proposes and we respond is very 
challenging.  And, God is persistent, and patient… 
  

http://www.faithpresbyterianrp.org/


THIRD  SUNDAY  IN  LENT – Luke 13:1-9 
This text is an illustration how a “moralistic mind” works. When 

something is intentionally done to someone, or happens to them 
accidentally, as in the text, the moralistic mind wonders what those 
people did to deserve whatever happened. Since the moralistic 
mind is the common mind in which we all live and from which we 
all operate, we will begin by spending a little time thinking about 
it. 

Moralizing refers to our mind being preoccupied with dualities 
like “good and bad,” “right and wrong,” “correct and incorrect,” 
“proper and improper.” We are moralizing when our mind works 
from these dualities, when it interprets the world by using them, 
so that whatever happens in life ends up being understood and/or 
explained by using one or more of these contrasts. For example: 
When bad things happen to us/others it is because we/they have 
done bad things, and when good things happen to us/others it is 
because we/they have done good things. This does not actually 
make any sense, although it will and does make sense to the 
moralistic mind. The moralistic mind also has a focus on “causality,” 
particularly from the point of view of “fault” and “blame.” When 
we focus on whose fault something is, or who is to blame for 
something, we are moralizing: no light is shed on what is happening 
or the experience of what is happening. All of us engage in mental 
activities which we describe as “thinking,” but which in reality are 
“moralizing:” our minds are busy judging and evaluating—we 
decry, disparage and depreciate what we think is bad, wrong and 
incorrect as if we are being factual when we are actually being 
judgmental; we commend, praise and extol what we think is good, 
right and correct as if we are being truthful when we are actually 
evaluating. To the moralistic mind, finding fault and blaming 
appear to explain something, which they don’t. If our minds work 
in this way we will “perish” [the Greek word means “to destroy 
fully”]. Moralizing is a very narrow focus for living. If we are always 
wondering whether what we are or do is good or bad, right or 
wrong, etc., it will destroy us in the sense of keep us from 
participating in most of what life has to offer. If we do the same 
with others, our doing so will destroy them as people in our eyes, 

and will harm them. Worrying about whether or not we will be 
punished for how we live is an example of moralizing; concentrating 
on always doing what we were taught was right and good is an 
example of moralizing; focusing on correcting what we were taught 
is wrong or bad is an example of moralizing. In all of these the focus 
of our life becomes narrow, too narrow to yield much life, and doing 
them repeatedly will cost us: we will be breathing but there will be 
no life [vitality] in us. That is…unless we repent! 

Here we need to be careful, because the word “repent” is 
difficult to consider without falling into being moralistic. The Greek 
word translated into English as “repent” is “metanoia” [meta 
(accompaniment) + noieo (to exercise the mind (observe), i.e. 
comprehend]. “Metanoia” means “to think differently/afterwards, 
i.e. reconsider.” If, in addition to being moralistic, we exercise our 
minds differently, that is if we also work to think, to understand, to 
comprehend, and to appreciate, then we will not perish. We will 
have “eternal life” [John 3:16]; the Greek means “perpetual 
vitality.” The difficulty with this suggestion, especially in our culture 
where we juxtapose thinking and feeling, is that what is suggested 
here can sound too rational. In English, the word “think” comes 
from a root which means both “to think” and “to feel.” The 
intelligence of this is easily discovered when we realize it is not 
possible to think without feelings. To think means: to use the 
powers of the mind, as in conceiving ideas, drawing inferences, 
considering and sorting between alternatives. Our feelings help us 
do this by giving “weight” to what we are considering. We “think” 
things through by “feeling” our way into them. “Repentance” can 
be thought of as the “thinking” which is beyond “moralizing.” To 
“repent” is to feel our way into something as a way to comprehend 
it, or better to “grok” it [to understand profoundly through intuition 
or empathy]. 
 When we approach life in this way we are “bearing fruit.” The 
word translated as “fruit” means fruit [literally or figuratively], and 
comes from the root “to seize, to take for oneself [actively take, 
rather than passively receive in the sense of having something 
offered], i.e. prefer.” The idea here is—since our human mind 
instinctively and automatically moralizes and therefore moralizing 



is not something we can actually stop, if we prefer thinking over 
moralizing, if we seize hold of any opportunity to approach our life 
by trying to understand, comprehend and appreciate our life, we 
will have more life [vitality]. Our having more life in this way is 
something about which God has no neutrality. 
 This can be elaborated if we internalize the parable about the 
fig tree, and also look at its Greek words. Let’s say we are the tree 
that does not bear fruit. That is, for some reason we cannot 
approach life as something to be explored, understood and 
appreciated, but only as something to be evaluated. If Christ is the 
gardener, the text says Christ digs around in our soil and puts 
manure on us. The word “soil” means “soil, by extension a region, 
including its inhabitants.” Christ digs around in the soil in which we 
grew, grow and live, i.e. in our roots, and especially in our past as 
it influences us in the present through the people we internalized. 
By doing this digging Christ exposes memories and experiences 
from our past and brings them to our awareness. He also 
“manures” them. The word means “manure;” its origin seems to 
be this interesting word: “to chop by repeated blows, specifically 
to beat the breast in grief.” Christ repeatedly hacks away at [the 
word “hack” means “to cut or chop so as to break up the surface 
of] what we have internalized until we can see below the surface, 
until what is there comes into the light of day so we can begin to 
understand how it impacts us. We are then able to understand and 
grieve or lament the way we are inhibited from bearing fruit in the 
present.  
 If we see God as the owner of the vineyard, it seems that God 
wants and needs us to bear fruit. When we are unable to do so, 
God says that the tree of our life is to be “cut down.” “Cut down” 
is the Greek word meaning “to exscind,” a word which means “to 
cut out, or excise” [excise means “to remove by or as if by cutting”], 
figuratively “to frustrate, hinder”. The root of “cut down” is a 
preposition meaning “origin, the place from which something 
proceeds” plus the primary verb “to chop by repeated blows, 
specifically to beat the breast in grief [the same as manure].” The 
idea in “cut down” is to “hack away at” so as to bring out from the 
place where they originate those things that cause us to not bear 

fruit, until they can be seen and understood and grieved. If “cutting 
it down” proves to be ineffective, the effort is to be intensified: we 
are to be frustrated or hindered as a way to make this material more 
available. In other words, if we cannot approach our life as 
something to be understood and appreciated, God intends to keep 
hacking away at what gets in the way. The English translation gives 
the impression that we have a limited time to make this shift. The 
Greek gives the sense that God will keep working at it until it is 
accomplished. God does not intend to allow us to “perish,” i.e. to 
be without vitality, which is where we will come out if we only 
approach our life moralistically. All of this effort on the part of God 
is in pursuit of our bearing fruit by living in this appreciative and 
understanding way. 

[Jim Robie, 2-25-16, Lectionary Cycle C, Luke 13:1-9] 


